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OF  THE 


HAMILTON  CENTENARY  CHURCH 


CHRISTIAN  &  LITERARY  SOCIETY. 


Adopted   at   a    Meeting   held   in    the    Lecture   Boom   on 
Thursday,  6tli  July,  A.  D.  1871. 


HAMILTON: 

U.    HAW,    BOOK    A   JOB   PRINTER,     LISTER's   BLOCK,    JAMBS   STREET, 

1871. 
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NaMICS     of     ilFl-'iCKKS. 


President: 

THE  REV.  W.  J.  HUNTER. 

Vice-Presidents: 

REV.  JAMES  HANNON. 
W.  E.  SANFORD,  ESQ. 
.J.  W.  ROSEBRUGH,  M.  D. 
S.  F.  LAZIER,  M.A.L.L.B. 

Recording  Secretary: 

R.  H.  GREENE. 

Corresponding  Secretary: 

THEODORE  CRAWFORD. 

Treasurer: 

JOSEPH  KNEESHAW. 


Committee  of  Management: 

H.  ARMSTRONG 


A.  HOWIE. 
F  W.  WATKINS 
JAMES  HUGHES. 
W.  M.  ROBINSON. 


JOHN  DONAHOE 


F.  M.  B.  SMITH. 
SENECA  JONES. 
IvOBERT  RAW,  JUN. 


Rules    and     Regulations 


or  TUB 


HAMILTON  CEJNTEXAKY  CIIUKCn 


CHRISTIAN     AND      J,UTERAt\Y     ^OCIETY. 


SECTION  1.— GENERAL  LAWS. 


I. 

This  Society  shall  be  called  "Thb  Centknaby  Chdbcu 
Christian  and  Literary  Society. 

II. 

Ladies  and  Gcntleintn  identified  with  the  Wesluyan 
Methodists,  of  Hamilton,  either  as  members  of  the  Church 
or  ol  the  various  congregations  of  Wesleyan  Methodists  in 
the  City,  shall  be  eligible  for  Membership. 

IIL 

The  objects  of  the  Society  shall  be  improvement  of  the 
religious  and  intellectual  condition  of  its  Members,  the  pro- 
motion of  social  intercourse  amongst  them,  and  such  other 
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cliriKtian  work  as  may  from  tim'.^  to  timo  bu  determined  upon  jnei 
by  tb<;  Society.  ^j)i-  t 


IV 
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Party  politics  art;  to  be  avoided  in  Debates,  Lectures,  and 
Essays 

V. 

Thc!  Society's  meetings  sball  be  held  m  the  Lecture 
Koom  of  the  Centenary  Church,  on  Wednesday  at  half-past 
sev(»n  o'clock  p.m..  (fortnightly  or  oftencr  if  thought 
necessary  by  the  Society)  and  close  at  an  hour  not  later  than 
ten  o'clock. 

VI. 

The  Office-bearers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  Presi- 
dent, four  Vic(;-Pre8idents,  a  Secretary  who  may  appoint  an 
assistant,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Trtasurer  and  a 
('ommittee  of  Management  (composed  cf  nine  members.) 
The  Officers  to  be  ex  officio  members  of  such  Committee 


I 


VII. 


The  Office-bearers  shall  be  nominated  at  the  second 
miM^ting  previous  to  the  closing  of  the  yea;,  and  shall  be 
elected  by  the  majority  present  at  the  last  Mi'cting  in  each 
year,  the  vote  to  be  taken  by  ballot,  and  the  Officers  to  con- 
tinue in  office  until  their  successors  are  elected.  Should 
any  office,  from  any  cause,  become  vacant,  candidates  shall 
be  nominated  to  fill  suth  vacancy  at  tin?  next  regular  meet- 
ing thereafter  ensuing. 

VIII 
The  presiding  chairman  shall  have  the  casting  vote. 


TX 


A  month's  notice  in  writing  of  any  proposed  alteration  of 
these  Rules  and  K(  gulations,  shall  be  given  by  the  party 
proposing  such  alteration,   and  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 


^rminetl  '.ipon   membors  prcBcnt  HliaU  Ix;  rcquiHito  to  cftrry  such  ultt;rati(»n  ; 
or  to  8U8puiui  liny  rulo  for  the  tvuiunij  only. 


« 


Lectures,  mid 
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SECTION  2.— MEMIJERS. 


X. 


Each  mombcr  shall  pay  an  annual  fee  of  no  ccntH,  and 
the   Lecture     ghall   contribute    hi»  fair   proportion  of  any  further  funi 
at   half-paKt    imposed  upo'\  the  Society  by  the   Managing  Committee  to 
if    thought    meet  current  expenses, 
lot  later  than 
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XI. 


No  member  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  or  take  part  in  the 
stofaPresi-     proceedings  of  the  Society  while  his  fees  or  share  of  inci- 
y  appoint  an     dental    exi>ense8   remains    unpaid,   after  notice  from  the 
surer  and   a     Treasurer 
e  members.) 
immittee  } 


XII. 


the  second 
rid  shall  be 
ting  in  each 
icers  to  con- 
ed. Should 
lidates  shall 
jgular  meet- 


Any  member  may  withdraw  from  the  Society,  on  giving 

it  wo  weeks  notice  to  the  Secretary,  of  his  intention  so  to  do  ; 
and  a  minute  of  such  withdrawal  shall  be  made  by  the 
Secretary  in  the  register  of  members. 

I  XIII. 

I 

Any  member  shall  be  liable  to  expulsion,  upon  just 
I  cause,  aiter  two  weeks'  notice  in  writing,  stating  the  cause, 
I  has  bein  given  to  the  accused  member  and  to  the  Society, 
1  through  the  Secretary  :  but  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  mem- 

jbers   present,   when   the   motion   is  brought  up,  shall   bt- 

[requisite  for  such  expulsion. 


!?  vote. 


XIV. 


dteration  of 
r  the  party 
irote  of  the 


Candidates  for  Membership,  having  been  previously  nom- 
jinatcd,  shall  be  ballotted  for  at  the  ensuing  ordinary   meet- 
ing ;  or  when  nominated  if  no  objection  is  raised  tlie  vot's 
I  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres-nt  shall  b '.  nnecssaiT  tor 
eithr  election. 


m 
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OFFICE-BEARER  S. 


m 


XV. 


The  President,  or,  in  bis  absence,  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents,  shall  presid'j  at  all  the  meetinj^s  of  the  Society  ; 
and,  in  case  the  President  and  Virc-Presidents  are  absent,  a 
Chairman  for  th^  occasicn  shall  be  chosen  to  preside  over 
the  meeting. 

XVI. 


The  C'hjiirman  shall  have  power  to  decide  questions  of 
order — shall  enforce  the  due  observance;  of  the  Society's 
Rules  and  llepjulations — shall  be  entitled  t«)  vote  only  on 
an  equality  of  votes — may  summon  8])ecial  meetings — and 
shall,  with  the  Secretary's  assistance,  ascertain  and  declare 
the  ollicc-bearcrs  elected  at  any  meeting. 


SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER. 

XVII. 

The  Secretary  shall  make  minutes  in  a  proper  book,  of 
the  business  transacted  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Society — 
shall,  at  every  met-ting,  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting — shall  attend  the  committee  meetings  when 
required — shall  keep  an  accurate  list  of  members,  and  shall 
obtain  their  signatures  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  in  a 
copy  to  be  kept  by  himself,  in  which  he  shall  iiisert  all  al- 
terations from  time  to  timt;  made  therein. 

XVIII 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  all  the 
Society's  correspondence,  and  intimate  'to  members  the 
duties  which,  at  any  meeting  they  may  be  required  to 
perform. 

XIX. 


Thfe  Treasurer  shall  collect  and  be  responsible  for  all  the 
funds  of  the  Society — shall  keep  regular  accounts  in  a  book 
to  be  supplied  by  the  Society — shall  apply  said  funds  as  the 
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e  only  on 
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Society  may  direct  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  upon  requisition 
drawn  upon  him  by  the  President  of  the  Society,  and  shall 
furnish  a  statement  of  the  financial  afl'airs  of  the  Society, 
duly  audited,  at  the  ordinary  meeting  preceding  the  election 
of  officers. 

' » 

COMMITTEE  OF  MANAGEMENT. 


XX. 


The  Committee  of  Management  shall  have  the  power  to 
appoint  Sub-Committees  who  shall  report  to  the  Society, 
when  required,  through  their  Chairman,  who  must  be  a 
member  of  the  Managing  Committee. 

MEETINGS. 


RULES    OF   ORDER. 


XXI. 


;r  book,  of 
e  Society — 
e  previous 
ngs  when 
3,  and  shall 
tions,  in  a 
iert  all  al- 


;  all  the 
nbers  the 
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Eleven  members  shall  form  a  quorum. 

XXII. 

The  order  of  business  at  the  meetings  shall  be  as  follows 

(a)  Reading  minutes. 

(b)  Reading  communications. 

(c)  Notices  of  motions 

{d)  Motions  of  which  notice  have  been  given. 
(e)  Unfinished  business. 
(/)  Reports  of  Committees. 
\g)  Nomination  of  candidates  for  membership. 
(A)  Ballottingfor  members, 
(i)  Programme  as  previously  arranged. 
Committees  must  report  at  least  once  a  month. 

XXIII. 


for  all  the 

in  a  book 

ids  as  the 


In  all  debates  and  discussions  the  leaders  shall  be  allowed 
ten  minutes  to  open  and  ten  to  close,  and  the  other  speakers 
I    ten  minutes  each  ;  ten  minutes  shall  be  allowed  for  reading 
'■     and  twenty  minutes  for  an  essay  ;  time  shall  be  called  by 
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iff, 
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the    Chairman.     In    the  absence  «f  appointed  speakcrR.    diair 
volunteers  may  fill  their  places.  I^j^.  ,^ 


XXIV. 
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Sh< 

The  qi:e;tlon  discussed  shall  be  decided  according  to  the    time, 

merits  of  the  argument,  by  an  open  vote  of  the  members    mine 

present. 

XXV. 


On  a  point  of  order  lieing  raised  while  a  member  is  speak-  Me 

ing,  the  member  speaking  shall  at  onoe  take  his  seat,  the  any  <] 

point  of  order  shall  be  stated  by  the  member  objecting,  and  not  o 

the  Chairman  shall,  without  further  debate,  decide  there-  ber  si 

upon,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  members  present.  to  sp 


XXVI. 
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■    No  motion  shall  be  put  from  the  Chair  unless  submitted  Th 

in   writing,    with  the  names  of  the  mover  and  seconder,  the  i 

except  a  motion  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  table,  or  the  pre-  furth 

vious  question.  l)ut  t 

XXVII. 


No  m<'mber  shall  speak,  unless  to  a  motion  before  the 
Chair,  without  permission. 

XXVIII. 

No  amendment  to  a  motion  can  be  received  after  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment,  nor  any  motion  unless  for 
the  previous  question,  to  lay  on  the  table,  or  to  adjourn 
simply 

XXIX. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  take  precidence  of  all  motions 
and  amendments;  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  of  all 
except  to  adjourn  ;  a  motion  for  the  previous  question, 
of  all  except  to  adjourn  or  to  lay  on  the  table, 

XXX 

When  a  member  intends  to  speak,  or  submit  a  motion,  he 
shall   rise  in  his   place,  and,    respectfully  addressing  'the 
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ti  fipeakcrs.   .(^jijair,  confine  himself  to  the  question,  auduvoid  personali- 
ties 
_  XXXI. 

f 

<  Should  more  than  one  member  rise  to  speak  at  the  same 
ding  to  the  time,  the  Chairman  shall  at  once  (and  without  appeal)  deter- 
e  members    mine  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 
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XXXII. 


er  is  speak-  Members  shall  have  the  privilep^e  of  sprakinu;  twice  upon 

is  seat,  the  any  question* (except  question  appointed  fur  debate),  but 

ecting,  and  not  oftener,  without  the  consent  of  the  meeting.     No  mem- 

cide  there-  ber  shall  speak  more  than  once  until  every  member  wishing 

nt.  to  speak  shall  have  done  so. 
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XXXII 1. 


submitted         The  previous  question  shall  be  put  in  the  form,  "  Shall 
i  seconder,     the  main  question  be  now    put?'*     If  this  is  carried,  no 
or  the  pre-     further  motions,  amendments  or  debates  shall  be  permitted 
l)ut  the  main  question  shall  be  put  without  delay. 
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The  following  motions  shall  not  be  debated  ; 
1st.  To  adjourn  simply. 
2nd.  To  lay  on  the  table. 
3rd.  The  previous  question. 

XXXV. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  simply,  shall  always  be  in  order, 
except,  1st,  when  a  member  has  possession  of  the  floor; 
2nd,  when  members  are  voting ;  3rd,  when  an  adjournment 
was  the  last  preceding  motion  ;  4th,  when  it  has  been 
declared  that  the  previous  question  shall  be  put. 
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motion,  he 
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